
  

Traditional Service 11:00 

April 26, 2026 

4th Sunday of Easter 

“I came that they may have life 
and have it abundantly.” 
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Hope Lutheran Church 
April  26—11:00 am 

4th Sunday of Easter 
 
 
 
Welcome Pastor Kristin 
 
Call to Worship  Lord, I Would Follow Thee Gail Mowry & Ron Prebe 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
All: Amen. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
Pastor: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead 

us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, 
gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Pastor: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you 
for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Pastor: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Pastor: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 

new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now 
and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 
Gathering Hymn  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee #836 
 
 
 

Inviting 
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Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you.  
 
Hymn of Praise Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!  

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 

through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
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New Testament Reading Acts 2:42-47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to 
all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising 
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved. 
Reader: The word of the Lord   
All: Thanks be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation 

Pastor: The holy Gospel according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Gospel Reading John 10:1-10 
  1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but 
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought 
out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know 
his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they 

Equipping 
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did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 
am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly. 
Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Time with Young Disciples Pastor Kevin 
 

Message Because… I Am the Shepherd  Pastor Kevin 
 Therefore… We are Called to be Together 
 

Hymn of the Day He Leadeth Me  



6 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Our Community 
Each petition ends with Merciful God, and people respond Receive our prayer. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
Pastor: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 
 
Please be seated as the tithes & offerings to support our ministries are received.  
 
Choir Anthem Jesus, Savior, Blessed Friend Adult Choir 
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Offertory Response As the Grains of Wheat  

Offertory Prayer 
Pastor: Almighty God, by your grace, accept the fruit of our labor and the offering of 

our lives in union with our risen Lord  who lives and reigns with you forever.   
All: Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
Pastor: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

Communion Distribution 
Communion will be received up front.  The pastors will place the wafer in your open 
hand. Wrapped, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Wine and grape juice 
are available for intinction. Dip the bread into the cup and consume. Individual cups of 
wine are also available if you prefer. Return to your seat by using the aisles.  
 
Distribution Hymn Lamb of God   
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Communion Hymn Will You Come and Follow Me #798 
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Post Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
All: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
Post Communion Prayer  
Pastor: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 

making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 
our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen. 
 
Benediction 
Pastor: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of 

the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, bless you now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sending 
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Sending Hymn Lead On, O King Eternal #805 

Leader:  As you go into the world, remember our mission! 
All: Live out Servant Love, 

Show Hospitality,  
Extend Generosity,  

Worship the Risen Lord. 
Leader:  Go in peace, a living example of the love of Jesus Christ 

All:  Thanks be to God!  
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